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Now that CM/ECF systems are used in 99% of federal courts,
 access to the work product contained in thousands of bankruptcy court documents is tantalizing to the bankruptcy legal researcher.  Currently no single source allows searching of all real-time bankruptcy court dockets or documents using full-fledged Boolean logic and field restrictions, but there are some options. 
LexisNexis/Courtlink 

· “Bankruptcy Pleadings” (BKRTMB) and “Bankruptcy Briefs & Motions” (BKRTPL) contain selected bankruptcy court documents.  My test search
 retrieved 5 documents when run in the combined files.  Not exactly scorching the earth. 
· Courtlink’s “Single Search” can search across dockets and selected court documents by  a single key word or phrase.  My test search
 found 65 bankruptcy court documents, but it only found 5 dockets, none of which were bankruptcy.  Curious, because some of the court documents had my phrase in their title, so presumably it appears in the docket entries. 
Westlaw
·  “Bankruptcy Pleadings, Motions & Memoranda” (BKR-FILING-ALL) contains selected bankruptcy court documents (more than 150,000, going back to 2000) , including petitions, disclosure statements, and plans.  The test search (Westlaw version) retrieved 21 documents.
· Bankruptcy dockets (DOCK-BKR-ALL) can be searched with Westlaw search logic and restricted by chapter and petition date, but the dockets are not up to date.  Dockets can be updated AFTER they are retrieved.  “Key employee retention” retrieved 278 dockets.  When limited to petitions filed after 10/17/05
, however, it goes to 9. 
· KeyCite can be limited to court documents (the same selected ones as above) that cite a statute or case.  Results can be further limited by date (not petition date), LOCATE, and jurisdiction.  However, KeyCite for statutes cannot be limited to a subsection, and LOCATE cannot be performed on more than 2000 documents.  
Troller BK (www.trollerbk.com)
My search for “key employee retention” on this new service found 58 dockets, but because I had already used up my 5 allowed searches per month, I couldn’t review the results!
� Press release, � HYPERLINK "http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/documents/press.pdf" ��http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/documents/press.pdf� (March 2008).


� This article is too short to go into many details, but my test search was “KERP or key employee retention /p 503(c).” 


� “Key employee retention.”


� Effective date of the 2005 bankruptcy amendments. 
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