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Case Management/Electronic Case Files (CM/ECF) systems are now used in 99% of federal courts.
  The mad courthouse dash, the 4:30 deadline, service by mail – all are largely a thing of the past.  And reams of paper are saved! 
E-filing also opens up a vast frontier of access to information about chapter 11 bankruptcy filings and valuable work product.  Using PACER is easy enough for a specific case.  But I want more.  Today’s article covers chapter 11 filing alert services; next month’s will discuss uncovering valuable nuggets of work product contained in bankruptcy dockets and imaged filings.
Chapter 11 Filing News
To bankruptcy attorneys, news of a chapter 11 filing is news of an opportunity; the debtor is just one party in need of representation.  Individual bankruptcy court sites on PACER allow date-restricted searching by type of bankruptcy case, but the nationwide “U.S. Party/Case Index” does not.  Here are a few commercial options for alerts.
  All of the sources below provide the name of the case, docket number, jurisdiction, and filing date. 
Courthouse News Service – Daily email identifies judge, debtor’s counsel, case size, and largest creditors.  Seven regional reports cover the country (California has its own).  $300 per quarter per report.  www.courthousenews.com
Nationwide Chapter 11 Report (Parcels Inc.) – Daily nationwide email includes case size.  Images of the chapter 11 petitions are attached (largest creditors list may or may not be part of imaged petition).  $100 per week.  www.parcelsinc.com, 800-343-1742
Trollerbk.com – Daily email is customizable by court and case size.  Email body contains size and links to dockets.  $75 per month plus .08 per page to retrieve documents.  www.trollerbk.com
West Docket Alert – User chooses search frequency.  No size or creditor information.  $5 per search; $5 per docket retrieved.  www.westlaw.com
Lexis/Nexis Courtlink Alert – Searches every night; email links to dockets.  No size or creditor information.  $3 per case.  www.lexis.com
Next month: Searching Across Dockets for Work Product
� Press release, � HYPERLINK "http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/documents/press.pdf" ��http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/documents/press.pdf� (March 2008).


� These services send information on all chapter 11 filings.  News of megacases or otherwise noteworthy filings is generally readily available.
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