The Honorable John Doe
United States Senate or U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator (Representative) Doe:

As a law librarian and user of government documents, I am concerned about the recent announcement by the Government Printing Office (hereafter GPO) to limit the distribution of printed documents to federal depository libraries to the 50 titles listed on the “Essential Titles for Public Use in Paper Format”. This will have a profound negative impact on access to authentic government information in formats most usable to the American public.  The “50 titles” list does not include Senate and House reports, documents and congressional hearings, administrative hearings and other legal materials that inform the citizenry of the workings of Congress. 
I am asking for your support to continue the production and distribution of printed materials for depository libraries, and to use your leadership on major committees addressing these issues. 

1. Urge GPO to allocate its FY 2006 appropriations to provide government information in appropriate formats, including print titles for dissemination to the depository library community to meet the needs of the American public. 
2. Support an increase in GPO's FY 2006 budget request to maintain the current production and distribution levels of print materials to depository libraries. 
My concern is that the proposed plan to reduce print materials is without adequate research and standards developed to ensure authenticity, permanent public access, and preservation of electronic information products.  It is important for government to validate the integrity of the electronic information system and ensure a reliable system of delivery, version control, and preservation of the products disseminated before eliminating the printed format. Users must be assured that the electronic government information that they locate and use is authentic.

GPO is also initiating a fee-based Print on Demand (POD) Program that has not yet been established and is asking Congress to fund it through a minimal allocation for each depository library. Libraries will have to expend significant funds to purchase print titles formerly distributed through the FDLP at no cost. Worse yet, GPO admits that POD technology is not archival and that the materials depository libraries purchase through this new service will have a shelf life of only 20 to 30 years. 
The depository program has proven to be a very successful partnership among Congress, federal agencies, the courts, the Government Printing Office (GPO), depository libraries, and the American public in ensuring the public's right to know. I urge your support to ensure that it will continue. Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,

Send copies of letters to:

Public Printer Bruce James

bjames@gpo.gov
Superintendent of Documents Judith C. Russell

jrussell@gpo.gov
The following congressional members are members of committees that can have a direct input to these issues. If you are writing to any of the following please urge them to take a leadership role in supporting their local depository library because these changes will deprive their constituents of their ability to access important authenticated government information.
U.S. Senate

Appropriations – Dianne Feinstein

U.S. House

Appropriations – Sam Farr


  Lucille Roybal-Allard



  Randy Cunningham



  John Doolittle



  Jerry Lewis

